
CHORDS - DIAGRAM and FIRST TONES  
Firm placement of finger tips is the key 

STEP 1 - Understand ‘The Diagram’ 

The Diagram is simply a representation of the frets, strings, and 
finger placement for a chord. The dots represent where you 
firmly place your finger TIPS. 
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STEP 2 - Good hand and finger placement 

Using a nice rounded (C shape) hand position, the thumb should rest gently at the center of the 
underside of the guitar neck (never the top). Your hand position should be curled, so that fingers 
approach strings at an approximate "right angle", using the tips of the fingers to make firm contact 
with each string. Your palm should NOT be touching the guitar. This will help to eliminate 
accidentally touching two strings with one finger, and go a long way towards eliminating muffled, 
buzzed or dead notes. 

If you're still having issues with BUZZY notes, then isolate your problem, and try to come up with a 
solution. For example, Play each string in the chord, one by one (called a ‘roll-out’), noting which 
strings do or do not ring.  
 - Are you not pressing the strings hard enough?  
 - Is one of your fretting fingers not curled enough, and is touching two strings?  
 - Is an unused finger lazily touching the fretboard?  

When you've isolated the problems, try to correct them, one by one. Chances are, the same 
problems are occurring whenever you play that chord. Divide, and conquer. 
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The Diagram
The vertical diagram pictures a five-fret area and is used to show where and how to play notes and chords on 
the guitar.
 
The frets are the wires, however the “fret area” (the space between one fret and the next) is generally referred 
to as the “fret.” Frets are numbered from the lowest (#1) all the way up the neck (toward the guitar’s “body”) 
to the highest. The strings are also numbered. The highest pitched string is string 1 and the lowest pitched 
string is string 6. The note pictured in Fig. 1 is the “third string, fourth fret.” Finally, your left-hand fingers are 
numbered 1-4 as in Fig. 2
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Fret numbers (e.g. “5fr”) may appear to the right of the first fret on some diagrams to 
indicate a different starting fret other than fret 1.
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