
How to use a 
DIGITAL GUITAR Tuner 
There are many types of digital tuners and they all work the same way. While the older 
electronic tuners use microphones to ‘hear’ the sound, digital tuners measure the vibration 
through the neck of your guitar.   
The guitar tuning peg is adjusted until the DIGITAL tuner shows that the note is in tune. 
There is a visual display that will give you feedback (with a needle, green or red lights, etc) 
on how close you are to the correct note. Careful and don’t turn or over crank the guitar peg 
or you may break a string. MAKE SURE that you are tuning to the correct note.

USE YOUR EARS TO LISTEN AND LEARN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SHARP AND 
FLAT NOTES. YOUR EARS ARE PART OF YOUR INSTRUMENT!
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MAKE SURE! you are tuning the 
correct note and string. Example: 

1st string is an E

If your tuner allows this adjustment, 
always be sure it’s set to ‘440’. 

FLAT NOTE =  BELOW the pitch. 
 

Action = PICK the string while 
you turn the tuning peg UP to 
RAISE the note. Listen!

SHARP NOTE =  ABOVE the pitch. 
 

Action = PICK the string while you 
turn the tuning peg DOWN to 

LOWER the note. Listen!

GREEN = IN TUNE!


